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HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
• Classical high school diploma (53/60) 
• Degree in Architecture (110/110 cum laude) from the Polytechnic of Turin (2000) 
• PhD in Spatial Planning and Local Development (2004, XVI cycle) with scholarship at the Polytechnic of 
Turin, thesis on the relationships between Space and Community 
• Post-doctoral research grants in Community planning (2004-2011) at the Faculty of Architecture of the 
Polytechnic of Turin 
• Research fellow in Urban and Environmental Sociology (2011-2018) at the European Studies and 
International Integration - School of Human Sciences and Cultural Heritage, Faculty of Political Science of 
the University of Palermo 
 
 
CURRENT PROFESSIONAL STATUS 
 
• Associate Professor of Sociology of the environment and the territory (SPS/10) in the Italian Academic 
Field of Sociology of economic processes, of work, of the environment and of the territory (14/D1) 
Interuniversity Department of Regional and Urban Studies and Planning - Polytechnic of Turin 
 
 
CURRENT ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND MEMBERSHIPS 
 
• Principal investigator of the Action-Research Project “The city goes to school” (2020-2021) 
• Effective member of the Third Mission Commission of the Interuniversity Department of Regional and 
Urban Studies and Planning - Polytechnic of Turin 
• Active in the Department Project of excellence on the thematic area of "Sustainable Development Goal 11 
- Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable” 
 
 
ACADEMIC COURSES 
 
Atelier Urban project A (Sociology of the environment module) 
(ARCHITECTURE FOR THE SUSTAINABLE PROJECT) 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11


Atelier Urban Design D (Urban sociology module) 
(ARCHITECTURE FOR THE SUSTAINABLE PROJECT) 
Urban sociology and cultural heritage legislation 
(ARCHITECTURE FOR THE RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE HERITAGE) 
 
 
OTHER CURRENT ACTIVITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
• Vice-president of the National Laboratory for Subsidiarity (Labsus) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35MG1vfi6hc 
• Member of the Territory section of the Italian Association of Sociology (AIS) 

•  Since 2022 member of the Scientific Board of the Italian Observatory on Commons  

•  Since 2021 member of the Municipal Consultation about Common Goods of the Turin Municipality 

 

RESEARCH PROJECTS AND OTHER EXPERIENCES 

• Member of the Polito team leading the project Resiliance in the framework of the Horizon Europe 

Framework Programme HORIZON-CL3-2022-DRS-01-04 – Call Disaster-Resilient Society 2022 

•  2017-in progress: Labsus Responsible for education and training on the topic of Shared administration of 

commons for public administrators, associations, active citizens, private subjects of the Turin Metropolitan 

Area https://www.labsus.org/progetti/patti-2-per-lamministrazione-condivisa-dei-beni-comuni-nellarea-

metropolitana-di-torino/ 

•  2015-in progress: Co-founder and active member in the organization and teaching of Sibec - the Italian 
School of Commons https://www.sibec.eu/la-community-sibec/ 
 
•  2015-in progress: Member of the scientific committee of the projects “Building community. Release 
energies” and “Common places” supported by Fondazione Cariplo and developed by Labsus in four pilot 
neighbourhoods in Milan https://www.labsus.org/progetti/luoghicomuni-2/ 
 
•  2017-19: Scientific consultant for the Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers action-research 
project "The voices of Librino" (Catania, Sicily) http://www.radiolab.it/levocidilibrino/ 
 
•  2014-17: External action-researcher in the European project "Incubators of public spaces" JPI Urban 

Europe research project coordinated by the Department of Architecture and Design (Polytechnic of Turin) 

www.jpi-urbaneurope.eu/incubators 

•  2013-14: Member of the "Theme Team" consulting the City of Palermo for five Electronic Town Meetings 
coordinated by Next https://etmpalermo.wordpress.com/ 
 
•  2013-14: Member of the action-research team for the "Carmagnola partecipata" participatory process 
supervised by Dist department from the Polytechnic of Turin https://www.comune.carmagnola.to.it/it-
it/vivere-il-comune/rubriche/carmagnola-partecipata-1183-1-f2e5c925e3b2a8700812b6d33f26cc29 
 
•  2009-12: Member of the consulting team for the city of Canelli (Asti) on the conception and facilitation of 
the participatory process for the historical city center regeneration developed by Polytechnic of Turin in 
collaboration with MIT Boston 
https://www.comune.canelli.at.it/servizi/Menu/dinamica.aspx?idSezione=222&idArea=223&idCat=1062&I
D=988&TipoElemento=pagina 
 
•  2011: Consultant in Town Planning for the former slaughterhouse of the city of Fossano (Cuneo) Detailed 
Plan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35MG1vfi6hc
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http://www.comune.fossano.cn.it/upload/fossano/gestionedocumentale/Ex_mattatoio_Risultati_focus_gr
oup_rev_784_10851.pdf 
 
•  2011: Member of the Polytechnic of Turin unit for the project team "Développement de savoir-faire 
municipaux dans l'aménagement des zones inondables et insalubres à Abidjan et Cotonou" coordinated by 
the Délégation Générale aux Relations Internationales of the City of Paris 
https://www.pseau.org/outils/actions/action_resultat.php?ac[]=1977&tout=1 
 
•  2010-11: Research fellow on "Sustainable city" at Department Territory of the Polytechnic of Turin in co-
financing with the Piedmont Region.  
 
•  2007-09: Scientific consultant for the Dicas Department of the Polytechnic of Turin to develop the 
Program “Isaac” (Integrated e-Services for Advanced Access to Heritage in Cultural Tourist Destinations) in 
the VI Framework of European Project - Ict sector for sustainable cities 
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/035130/it 
 
•  2008-10: (including 5 months of maternity leave): Post-Doc Fellowship "Urban Sustainability: 
Environmental, Social, Economic, Institutional" at the Territory Department of the Polytechnic of Turin 
 
•  2007-08: Research fellow on "Participatory Town Planning" at the Territory department of the 
Polytechnic of Turin, participating to the Interreg III C Project Progresdec SURPrISE Sustainable Urban 
Renewal Programs In Southern Europe and to the consulting team for the City of Novi Ligure (Alessandria) 
for the Strategic Plan within the local administration. 
 
•  2007-08: Research fellow funded by the Alfieri Project of the CRT Foundation to develop the research 
"Greenways as a tool for spatial planning in Piedmont and Valle d'Aosta" 
 
•  2006-07: Scientific consultant for Piedmont Region (Urban Planning and Management Sector) in the 
framework of the Interreg III B Medisdec-Stratmed project "Recherche de Convergence et Cohérence dans 
l'aménagement de l'espace Méditerranéen" 
 
•  2006-07: Member of the research group in the Prin Project "Sociological analysis for architectural and 
urban planning" at the Science and Techniques for the Settlement Processes (Dinse) Department of the 
Polytechnic of Turin  
 
•  2004-06: Post-doctorate scholarship "Participative City" at the Territory department of the Polytechnic of 
Turin 
 
•  2004-05: Scientific consultant for the European Project of the VI Framework Program "Intelligent Cities" 
for the Dicas department of the Polytechnic of Turin 
 
•  2003-04: Research activities for the Interreg Project "Territorial Assessment Centers" promoted by the 
Piedmont Region within the Medocc European network in the Territory department of the Polytechnic of 
Turin 
 
•  2000-04: PhD research activities in the NeHoM Project Neighborhood Housing Models - V EU Framework 
Program https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/EVK4-CT-2000-00027/it 
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The 10 most important outcomes/results of the scientific research activity  

 

Ciaffi, Daniela (2023). Local democracy will save democracy, ALDA for EU Citizens, Equality, Rights and 

Values Programme: https://www.alda-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CIAFFI-compr.pdf 

 

Ciaffi D., Giordano F. M. (2020) Storia percorsi e politiche della sussidiarietà. Le nuove prospettive in Italia e 

in Europa, Il Mulino, Bologna ISBN: 8815285814 [The title can be translated as follows: History, paths and 

policies of subsidiarity. New perspectives in Italy and in Europe] 

 

Ciaffi D. “Sharing the Commons as a ‘New Top’ of Arnstein’s Ladder of Participation” in Built Environment 

vol. 45, 2019 p. 162-172 ISSN: 0263-7960, doi: 10.2148/benv.45.2.162   

 

Ciaffi D. Crivello S. Davico L. Mela A. (2019) Torino. Economia, governo e spazi urbani in una città in 

trasformazione, Rubbettino, Catanzaro - ISBN: 9788849856996 [The title can be translated as follows: Turin. 

Economy, governance and urban places in a changing city] 

 

Ciaffi D., Parisi F., Patti M. (a cura di) (2018) Migrazioni. Diritto e Società, Cedam, Milan ISBN: 

9788813371241 [The title can be translated as follows: Migrations. Law and Society] 

Ciaffi D. “Il ruolo del nuovo terzo settore nella società italiana che cerca paricrazia” in Arena G., Iaione C. (a 

cura di) (2015) L’età della condivisione. La collaborazione per i beni comuni, Carocci, Roma, pp. 121-138, 

ISBN:9788843062980 [The title can be translated as follows: The role of the new Italian third sector looking 

for peer to peer relationships] 

Ciaffi D. "L’administration partagée de biens communs" in La tribune fonda n.232 décembre 2016, pp.20-24 

- ISSN: 1155-3626 [The title can be translated as follows: “Sharing the administration of Commons”] 

 

Gallent N., Ciaffi D. “Communities, Community Action and Planning” in Gallent N., Ciaffi D. (edited by) 

(2014) Community action and planning. Contexts, drivers and outcomes, Policy Press, Bristol, pp. 3-20 - 

ISBN: 9781447315162 – DOI: 10.1332/policypress/9781447315162.003.0001 

 

Ciaffi D., Mela A. (2011) Urbanistica partecipata. Modelli ed esperienze, Carocci, Roma - ISBN: 

9788843061662 [The title can be translated as follows: Participative planning. Models and experiences] 

Ciaffi D., Mela A., La partecipazione. Dimensioni, spazi, strumenti, Carocci, 2006, pages 1-158, ISBN: 

9788843037414 [The title can be translated as follows: Participation. Dimensions, spaces, instruments] 

 

https://www.alda-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CIAFFI-compr.pdf



